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Ex~Genera1 Gehlen and his Intelligence organization, reportedly sponsored

firat time in Ootober 1953 when Sovzons security chief Ernat Wollweber started

_ a gigantic propaganda campaign denouncing Western underground activities in the
ey East Zone, Papers then reported in detail on the past and the professional
" qualifications of Hx-General Gehlen, streassing the fact that Gehlen’s depart-

~==- ment in the German ‘army headquarters had been the most effective body of all

competing Nazi Intelligence organizations charged with counter-espionage activ-

" ities in the East, During the last months of 1953; the press also raised the

‘question of how the Gehlen organization could be put under German authoxrity

. _--—after_ the Federal ‘Republic had become sovereign, While reporting that a number

" of former Hazis collaborated with Gehlen, papers did not by and largs object to
the ex-Qenaral’s affiliation with former Himmler men, opining that the ex-
Ganeal had been gulded by purely professional and not politieal considerations
whan vuilding np his organizationo

Preus . attention focuaaed agein on ex-General Gehlen and his organisation
‘after the defection of West Cerman security chief Otto John., Cehlen was named
a3 3 posazible successor. Sensational and conservative pudlicaticms alike car—
riad lengthy featurss on the Intelligence expert; pointing out what a "gysteri-
9u" personaiity Gehlen waz, After a Sylss magazine allegedly offered 500 DM
for & picture of Reinhard Gehlen, photos began to appear in the West German -
presa which showed the ex-Genersl in his youth and ss an officer. WESTDEUTSCHE
-RUNDSCHAU, howavar;. front-pagsed the moat often publishaed picture of Gehlenm,
stating in the caption that the photo did not look like Gehlen and that no one
knev as yet what the former General really looked like, Most papers’ stressed
the ex=Ganaralls extraordinary skill and qualificatiocns. The only paper availe
able which strongly objected to the existence of the Gelhlen organization be-

" cause it was "financed by the. Amerioanag wags the neutralisi, fellow=iravelling
PULDAER VOLKSZEITUNG which wrote that Gshlen was the most reproaontative example
"of foreign Intelligence activities on German soil which constituted a serious

5. ‘obatacle to ‘an East-West agreement., Other papers;, howvaver, demonatrated a mors

. objactive attitude with regard ‘to the "fact" that the Americans sponsored
-.gshlen, Some - publioations saic that thée organization cost adout 25 million DH

#arly, an’amount which the Federal Republic would have besn unable. to spend i'

b4
‘&n:ing the ‘first years of its existence. Gehlen’s loyalty to both thc Amsri
the Germans was underlined by several papersn' _

. ~PUR: pa_/gp 5-3.. UNCLASSIFIED J o
REPORTER . LT o .
i begeen T/
FGR COORDINATSE®N WITH “\L\«}r

7K




Pawe 2 . € puges .. . aes .. of

b v  GWCLASSIFIED Do No e
[ T D P "(_",T. ’ '/,".l wo) )
From _ USIS_.BONN_ e (Clnsaicanon)

[ The Protestant weekly CIHRIST UND WSLT professad to know that Gehlen was
l"no longer" financed by the Americanz Yut had received funds from the Pade

Changery during the past montha, The weekly atated that the organization o
Gehlen was theraefore a purely German institution now. It favored the attash- o
ment of the Gehlsn organizatlon %o-the future Defense Ministry immediately
“after the establishment of that body. The position and the funotions of

Gahlen and his organization should be clarified and determined a3 soon as pos-
sible since the Soviets would undoubtedly inecrease theix Intolligvncc activi-

ties since John's defection, and Gehlen in particular IO“ld be in -3 poaition '

. to doal effaotively with their aotiviti-So

: The independont WESTDEUTSCEE ALLGEMEIHEQ the news wcokly DER SPIEGEL and
the neutralist WESTDEUTSCHES TAGEBLATT wrote that Under Secretary in the Chan-
oery, Globke and former Under Seoretary in the Chancery, Otto Lenz, who becaze
known for his attempta to establish a "Propaganda Minietry," planned to estab-
lish a State Security Ministry and ware assisted in their plans by Reinhazd
Gehlen wh thersby hoped to gain a foothold in the Federal Govermment. These
-publicatibna maintained that Gehlen had conscioualy misinformed Pederal Minis-
tar of the Interior Sohroeder with regard to the John case, Schroeder was op-
posed to ‘the establishment of a State Security Ministry, if for no othexr rea-
son than that an Interior Minister could not favor the establishment of an

. ommipotent security authority independent of his ministry. .Gehlen, Clobke

and lenz wers said to have attempted discrediting Schroeder by leading him to
make statements with regard to John which would make him subject to vidoapread

public critiedsm, . s

‘Most publications dedicating special featurea or articles to Gehlen and
his organization were rather favorably inclined toward the’ exac-amral and his
future attachment to & Federal authority. Of this group of publicationag only -
the 1lluastrated weekly MUENCHNER ILLUSTRIERTE voiced doubts.asz to ths eligi-
bility of Gehlen to the post of Western Germany’s highest aeourity. chief in

~ view of his former "close cooperation with the Americans," hias allegsd "bad

reputation” in most Western countries, and in- particulax the extrems publici-
4y that had recently been focusszed upon him.

Howavaer, a nnnbor of papers diacuasing tho John - dafooticnp the nacessity

$0 raorganise the security aystem in Wesiern Cermany, and the posaibility of
-gentralizing all Intelligence activities under Gelilen after the Fedsral Ke-.
public had become rnovereign, rajected the ex-General as & posaidle candidata.
Moat of these papers opposed on principle the concentration of too much power
in the hands of one man. The Mainz ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG ({independsnt,: general-
1y pro-Covernment). contended against replacing. "Britain’s John" by “Amerisa's
_Gehlen." The nationalist AACHENER NACHRICHTEN said that Gehlan should undar:

no oircumstances be introduced to f£ill the void left by John's defection mince

"in a cexrtain sense Gehlen's fight against John reflscted the rivalry of tho

American and B:itish secret services om German soil.® \\kk
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